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Expanding Role of China’s trading in West Cambodia: Implications
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the importance and potential of goods in West Cambodia
2) study the situation and analyze the impact of China’s expanding role on trade in Wes Cambodia on Thailand,
and 3) propose policy implication on the development of Thailand’s trade in West Cambodia. The researcher has
employed a qualitative method by collecting primary data and interviewing in the area of Koh Kong, Battambang,
Pailin and Banteay Meanchey Provinces and has analyzed the data using descriptive research. The study shows
that West Cambodia is important for Cambodia’s economy and trade. Regarding its importance to Thailand, trade
relations can be traced back long ago. Meanwhile, China’s role in West Cambodia has been increasing. In terms

of trade, it is found that China’s position is still nominal in the market when compare to that of Thailand and
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Vietnam. China however is more plays on foreign direct investment and official development assistance. Therefore,

Thailand should maintain the relationship between the two countries and emphasize amicably trade as “neighbors”

Keywords: Expanding role, trading, West Cambodia, Thailand
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