78 KKU Res. J.(be) 2011; 10(1)

waﬂizmeamwg‘ﬁ«‘nmm5:31‘39amsygﬁ%m%’uaaﬂ-m%’uﬂnda
SrmRevnanaaazvinagdesluitufinnaz Tueeniiaamile :
nstiAnyA I Iave U UMaz IR Iamwa g

The Economic Impacts of East West Economic Corridor
(EWEC) on SMEs in Northeastern Thailand: Case Study

of Khon Kaen and Kalasin Province
diAs w5ynids’ uas gy lversgns’

Pensri Jaroenwanit!” and Suchada Chaisrisuth’

L4 a @ a o U
I599Mans 19158 ANSINGINITIANTT NW1ING1DGVOUUNY

nindAnyn/Syyr In vangasuFmsgsnoumiadia a1w1015Aa19 YHITINGIBEVOLUNL

*Correspondent author: penjar@kku.ac.th
Received July 19, 2010
Accepted September 20, 2011

UNAngd
msfnaNuAaiuYeIfisznoums SMEslusiniaveunnutazmudugaonanszny
mMuAsEgRIINIZIleuATHgNIey TUeRn-az Tuan (EWEC) Haauazwaidy flyvazgildssa
HAzIINIMSUSIN3EANS SMEs  1itesessuransynufifiaiy 3eTaomsdissemaauy
TaolFuvuaevamndunieadiolumssiusmdeya nqudrediefiedinu SMEs $119u 300 Ay
ANTILHABADANTTUUT LAZNATOUAVUATIUAIY Chi-Square Test  WANITINBWUI1 SMEs
85 uRANsENUMATEEAIIN EWEC Sevaz 300 Tavldsumansznumniigadiuiimiugua
ity Yovaz 857 uaz Snugduiindu osaz 76.6 1dunadan EWEC AeisugieTagsn
TuFaSaiima@ulamnniy waidenonmsdhnaiavesdudiiudalidunumsnaaiiaini
Inoann Jamwazgilassaie fsznouns SMEs  wiaanuduazanudilaluizos EWEC
SMEs AI3HIMUINWMTUITMITIANS 150 M3AuItmsiuauedudazyosnielui nay
Ysvigeszuumsnszaredudn wamsnadouauuAgzIu WU YAV SMEs tazanyazdIu
yanavesdilsznoums SMEs ldun 01y szdumsanet dszaumssiluaanadialszma way
Wnszaui g danuduiusiums ldfuransenumansngnann EWEC
Abstract
Study on opinions of SMEs business owners in Khon Kaen and Kalasin Province about
the economic impact of East West Economic Corridor (EWEC) including its advantages and
disadvantages as well as problems and obstacles. The implementation of management
action is discussed. The research survey was conducted using questionnaires. 390 SMEs

business owners or their representatives in these provinces were interviewed. Descriptive
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data is analyzed and hypotheses are tested using the Chi-Square Test. The findings show
that EWEC has an economic impact on SMEs. Thirty percent of respondents indicated that
EWEC has an economic impact. Of these respondents, 85.7 percent indicated the competitor
numbers has increased and highly impact their business, and 76.6 percent indicated that
they have increased their business partners. Overall, EWEC is beneficial for these provinces.
The advantage is growth in the provincial overall economy and the disadvantage is the
competition with low cost Chinese products. The problems and obstacles for Thai SMEs are
lacking of knowledge and understanding of the EWEC. We recommend that SMEs should
find alternative approaches to offer products and to access new distribution channels
including find ways to improve the product distribution system. The results of hypothesis
testing showed that the size of SMEs and also personal characteristics of SMEs business

owners which are age; education; international market experience; and language skill are

related to the economic impact of EWEC.
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